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General  Oppofition 

O  F  T  H  E 


COLONIES 


T  O  T  H  E 


Payment  of  the  Stamp  Duty,  &c. 

TH  E  General  Oppofition  of 
our  Colonies  to  the  Stamp 
Duty  has  been,  for  fome  Time 
paft,  fo  much  the  common  Topic 
of  eonverfation,  and  fo  lately  re¬ 
commended  by  his  Majefty  to  the 

consideration  of  his  Parliament, 

A  2  t^at 
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t.iat  I  cannot  fuppole,  but  you, 
who  are  of  that  Body,  and  have 
the  filtered;  of  your  Country  iin- 
cerely  at  heart,  are  by  this  Time 
thoroughly  informed  in  a  Matter  of 
fo  very  great  Importance. 

You  Sir,  who  know  I  have  no 
kind  oi  Property  in  any  of  our 
Colonies,  nor  connection  with  any 
Family  that  has,  may  pofiibly 
wonder  why  I  fhould  take  the 
trouble  of  writing  on  a  SubjeCt 
I  am  fo  little  interefted  in  j  yet 
when  1  confider,  that  a  fpecula- 
tive  private  Perfon  may  poflibly  be 
of  forne  Service  to  his  Country, 
by  delivering  his  Sentiments  to  the 
public  with  candour  and  impartia¬ 
lity  on  fo  interefting  an  Event,  I 

cannot 
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cannot  help  thinking  my  Tune 
well  employed. 

I  ftiould  imagine  there  is  no  one 
in  this  Country  fo  abfurd,  to  con¬ 
trovert  the  Legality  of  an  Ad  ofc 
Parliament,  though  many  perhaps 

may  wife,  fincerely,  the  late  Stamp 
Duty  had  not  been  appointed  ;  an 
it  were  to  be  wiflied  alfo,  that 
there  could  be  any  room  to  doubt 
the  general  Opinion  of  the  Co  o- 
nies  in  this  Point.  Their  unani¬ 
mous  Behaviour  on  the  occaiion, 
and  the  Remonftrances  of  ievera 
of  their  Affemblies,  {efficiently  de¬ 
clare  they  do  not  admit  that  t lie 
Parliament  of  England  has  any 
right  to  tax  them  without  tneir. 

confent.  .Although  the  leading 

Ppr- 
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Perfons  generally  difavow  all  rio¬ 
tous  Meafures  of  Oppofition. 

The  Charters  of  federal  of  the 
Colonies  have  been  lately  publilhed 
at  large  in  our  News  Papers  ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  their  Privi- 
eges  are  not  greater  than  have 
een  granted  to  lome  of  our  Cities 
and  Corporations,  as  London,  for 
mftance,  which  has  its  Upper  and 
Lower  Houfe,  that  is,  its  Courts ' 
of  Aldermen  and  Common  Coun¬ 
cil,  who  have  Power  to  make  Laws 
and  levy  Taxes  within  their  Jurif. 
didtion,  and  are  notwithftanding 
fubjea  to  the  general  Taxation  of 
Parliament,  which  is  levied  for  the 
Maintainance  and  Defence  of  the 
whole  State  :  of  which- our  Colo- 

ni^ 
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nies  have  lately  received  fo  large  a 
portion,  that  I  am  afraid  the  Sm 

of  Ingratitude  will  be  adde  to  t  le 
'  crime  ■  of  oppofing  the  Leg.flature 

on  this  Occafion.  , 

The  clofe  Affinity  of  a  kingdom 

to  its  Colonies  is  expreffed  among 
us  by  the  endearing  Terms  of  Mo¬ 
ther  and  Children.  The  Infant 
Colony  is  nurfed  with  Tenderne  s 
by  its  Mother  Country,  which 
fupplies  all  its  Wants  •,  affifts  its 

Weaknefs ;  watches  over, and  guards 

it  from  impending  Dangers  ;  and  is 

ever  ready  to  ffied  its  Blood  in  1  s 
defence.  From  this  fond  atten¬ 
tion  and  care,  the  Appellation  of 

Mother  Country  is  given  *°  “s  1 
our  Colonies,  as  that  of  Father 
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Land  is  to  Holland.  I  cannot  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Diftintfrion,  unlefs  it 
be  from  a  more  ftrift  Obedience 
required  by  the  Dutch, ,  from  their 
Colonies,  which  is  generally  infix¬ 
ed  on  more  ftrenuoufly  by  a  Fa- 
tner,  than  a  Mother. 

The  Appellation,  however,  of 
Parent  and  Children  holds  e- 
qually  with  each  ;  but  as  ours  have 
been  nurfed  by  a  fond  Mother, 
they  may  poffibly  have  been  fpoil- 

ed  by  extraordinary  Indulgence; 

2nd  as  in  private  Families,  it  is  too 
late  to  correa  Errors  bychaftife- 
ment,  when  the  Child  is  paft  the 
Difcipline  of  the  Rod  ;  the  Mother 
is  then  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther  s  Afliftance,  who,  if  he  is  ac¬ 
tuated 
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tuated  by  Paflion,  may  perhaps 
knock  him  down  if  he  per fifts  in 
Difobedience,  or  offers  at  Refift- 
ance  ;  but  if  he  confiders  the 
Matter  coolly,  he  may  conclude 
that  fuch  violent  Meafures  will  in¬ 
evitably  drive  him  into  evil  courfes, 
which  may  pofiibly  end  in  the 
Ruin  of  the  whole  Family. 

The  wifeft,  and  perhaps  the  only 

certain  Means  of  endearing  a  Son 
truly  to  a  Father,  is  to  give  him  a 

proper  fhare  of  his  Fortune,  and 
alfo  in  the  Management  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily  concerns,  when  he  comes  to 
Maturity.  Fie  will  then  undoubt¬ 
edly  conhdcr  his  Father’s  Intereft 
and  his  own  as  the  fame,,  anti  will 
confequently  fpare  no  Labour,  nor 

B  . 
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grudge  any  Expence,  when  the  Be¬ 
nefits  to  arife  become  mutual. 

The  comparifon  of  Colonies  to 
Children  holds  in  many  Particulars. 
In  their  Infancy  they  mu  ft  be  nou¬ 
rished  ;  as  they  increafe  in  Strength 
they  become  impatient  of  controul ; 
and  when  arrived  to  Maturity,  they 

will  certainly  endeavour  at  Inde¬ 
pendence.  Yet  by  wife  and  pro¬ 
per  Management,  I  fhould  imagine, 
they  might  be  indulged  fufficiently, 
and  dill  be  of  greater  Benefit  to  the 
Mother  Country,  than  if  kept  in 
abjedt  Submifiion. 

Our  Colonies  have  been  hitherto, 
except  in  the  late  Inftance,  untax¬ 
ed  by  England.  The  Duties  laid 
on  their  Commodities  on  Importa¬ 
tion 
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tion  cannot  properly  be  deemed  a 
Tax  on  them ;  for  when  vve  are  the 
eon  turners,  it  is  certainly  a  1  ax  on 
ourfelves. 

The  Goods  we  fend  to  them 
are  chiefly  of  Briiijh  Manufacture, 

and  bring  us  in  return  whatever 
they  can  acquire  for  our  Ufe,  whe¬ 
ther  the  natural  Produce  of  their 
Country,  or  obtained  by  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  Soil,  which  is  of  greater 

Value  to  this  Kingdom,  in  that 
fnape,  than  if  made  in  Dais  oi 

Gold  or  Silver,  as  it  employs  our 

Manufacturers  in  working  up.  thefe 

rough  Materials  j  and  ano  rcquncj 

a  proportionable  Quantity  oi  Ship¬ 
ping  and  Sailors  to  carry  tnem, 

which  enables  us  to  preferve  our 

* 

Dominion  on  that  Element,  wtiere 

B  2  alone 


alone  we  fliould  ever  endeavour 
to  be  formidable. 

It  may  be  alledged,  however, 
by  fome  fanguine  Advocate  for  the 
Paifive  Obedience  and  Mon-refif- 
tance  of  our  Colonies,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  all  this,  we  are  not  to  buf¬ 
fer  them,  on  any  account  whatfo- 
ever,  to  oppofe  any  Tax  Impofed 
on  them  by  the  Parliament  of  Eng- 
Lincl.  ■  That  if  we  give  up  or 
fuller  the  lean  Abatement  of  the 
Tax  in  queflion,  we  acknowledge 
tnern  to  be  independent.  —  That 
ve  have  expended  Millions  on 
their  account,  and  they  oupht 
and  mud:  be  compelled  to  fubmit 
to  fuch  a  ill  arc  of  the  Burthen  as 
we  fliall  think  proper  to  lay  on 
them.  I  fliall  very  rea  lily  agree 

It 
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o  this  Determination,  provided  it 

-4r  ’  '  W  ^  v 

can  be  executed  with  Safety  and 
Prudence  ;  but  a  calm  condder- 
ate  Perfon  will  always  examine  fe- 
rioufly  the  Obftacles,  as  well  as  the 
Advantages  that  may  occur  in  the 
Execution  of  any  violent  Meafure, 
before  he  engages  deeply  in  it. 

Let  us  fuppofe  the  bed;  I  due  that 
can  bereafonably  expected. — That 
the  Payment  of  the  Tax  is  compel¬ 
led  without  Bloodfhed  ;  and  the 
People  of  the  Colonies  only  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  diflatisfied,  that  they  refolve 
unanimoufly  to  purchafe  no  Com¬ 
modities  from  us  that  they  can 
pod'ibly  do  without  ■  and  alio  en¬ 
deavour  by  indudry,  and  mutual 
Affiftance,  to  fupply  each  other  with 

fuch  Neccdaries,  however  coarfely 
„•  .  'manu-r 
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manufadured  at  the  beginning, 

4S  can  produced  among  them. 
This  would  be  a  real  Lofs  to  this 
Kingdom,  by  a  Diminution  of  its 
ufual  Export  Manufactures,  pro¬ 
bably  to  more  than  treble  the  A- 

mount  of  the  expeded  Produce  of 
the  Stamp  Duty. 

'.  It  may  be  conjectured  that  Per- 
lons  of  Fortune  in  that  Part  of  the 
Wwrld,  are  generally  fo  profufe 
and  luxurious,  that  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  their  applying  them- 
fdves  feriouily  to  the  cultivation 
and  encouragement  of  Arts  and 
Manufactures  •  or  refraining  from 
the  means  of  indulging  their  Lux- 
tiry  on  any  account.  —  I  do  allow 
there  may  be  fome  grounds  for  a 
conjecture  of  the  kind  ;  but  dill 
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Experiment  is  too  dangerous  ; 
for  there  is  no  determining  poli- 
tively,  how  far  Pique  or  Refent- 
nient  may  lead  People  to  Tempe¬ 
rance  and  Frugality,  or  incite  them 

to  Labour  and  Induftry  ;  efpecially 

%  • 

when  the  Advantages  attendant  on 
the  proper  Encouragement  of  their 
own  Manufactures  mu  ft  foon  be 
very  evident  ;  and  the  Materials 
requiiite  to  moft  Branches  may  be 
acquired  by  common  Induftry,  in 
fo  very  extenftve  a  Country. 

As  I  have  endeavoured  to  {hew 
the  Confequences  of  obliging  our 

Colonies  to  fubmit  to  the  Stamp 

* 

Duty  without  Bloodfhed  ;  it  may 
be  proper  alfo  to  coniider  the  dan¬ 
gers  that  may  be  apprehended  from 


_ 
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compelling  the  Execution  of  this 
Law  by  Force  of  Arms. 

I  fhall  fo  far  agree  with  the 
martial  clifpofition  of  thofe  who  de¬ 
clare  for  warlike  Meahires  in  the 
hrft  Inftance,  —  that  if  this  King¬ 
dom  fhould  think  proper  to  exert 
its  full  Power,  the  united  Power 
ot  the  Colonies  could  not  poffibly 
withftand  it.  But  I  mult  own  I  am 
not  quite  fo  valiant  as  to  join  thole 
warlike  Spirits,  who  declare  they 
,  delire  but  ten  thoufand  of  our 
Regular  Troops,  to  drive  all  the 
Colonies  before  them.  True,  there 
.is  no  great  Danger  in  the  boldeft 
Declaration,  at  three  thoufand 
ivliks  durance  from  an  Enemy  ’ 
but  Hill  a  calm  coniiderate  Pei fon . 

y  / 
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who  may  be  valiant  enough  alfo  on 
a  proper  occafion,  may  refle£t,  that 

the  Number  of  People  in  our  Co¬ 
lonies  amount,  by  computation, 
to  between  two  and  three  Millions 

T  .  f  1 

at  the  lead.  That  a  twentieth  Part 
of  thefe  may  be  deemed  fencible 
Men. —  That  one  half  at  leaft  of 
thefe  are  able  bodied,  and  may  be 
refolute  and  determined.  —  That 
they  may  be  enthufiaftically  milled 
to  imagine  they  fight  lor  Liberty, 
which  is  a  Spirit  not  cafily  fuppref- 
fed  in  an  Englifimcin.  1  fay  fup- 
pofing  this  calculation  to  be  toler¬ 
ably  exa<5t,  he  may  expedt  to  lind 
fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  able- 
bodied  Men,  who  may  be  mad 
enough  to  have  determined  abfo- 
lutely  on  Oppofition. 

-  T 
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This  Number  of  Opponents,  it 
is  certain  cannot  well  be  collected 
into  one  Body,  and  they  are  to  be 
divided  among  the  Colonies  j  we 
may  go  in  a  Body  againft  any  one 
of  them  we  think  proper ;  yet  dill 
however,  as  thefe  People  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  eouh- 
try,  and  are  inured  to  the  climate, 
although  perhaps  they  dare  not 
face  us  in  the  Field,  might  give 
us  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  in 

.  ,.'*A  '  S*v. 

marching  after  them  thro’  Woods 
and  Mountains.  Befides  they  may 
probably  have  learned  the  Indian 
method  of  Bufh-fighting,  which 
muft  be  very  tedious,  and  fome- 
what  troublefome  to  our  Regulars. 

O 

The  Reduction  of  each  Colony 
would  by  this  means  be  retarded ; 

and 
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and  we  might  poflibly  lofe  a  few 
Men  by  Sicknefs,  or  Fatigue,  tho’ 
not  by  fair  fighting*  And  as  we  muft 
alfo  leave  a  fuificient  Force  in  each, 
to  keep  them  in  proper  Obedience 
after  we  have  conquered  them,  or 
we  may  have  the  fame  work  to  do 
over  again,  I  fhould  imagine  that 
after  bringing  three  or  four  of  the 
moft  obftinate  into  a  proper  State 
of  Subjection,  we  fhould  perceive 
our  Numbers  fomewhat  diminifh- 

.  r  1  *  ‘ .  i  i  ■  * 

ed,  and  poffibly  find  by  that  time 
there  had  been  fome  fmall  miftake 

|  «  •  9  r  •  i 

in  the  calculation. 

It  were  great  pity  fo  hopeful  a 
Scheme  fhould  milcarry  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  trifling  Error  in  cal¬ 
culation  ;  efpecially  when  any  mif¬ 
take,  as  to  the  number  of  Sol¬ 
diers  that  may  be  necefiary,  can 

C  2  eafily 
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eafily  be  remedied,  and  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  had  upon  very  eafy 
Terms.  Let  us  confider  what  a 
number  of  Manufacturers  are  now 
employed  in  different  Works  for 
the  Colonies,  who  will  then 

.  4 

be  out  of  all  Employment,  and 
muft  either  enlift  as  Soldiers,  or 
ftarve.  Befides,  there  can  be  no 
want  of  Shipping  for  Tranfports, 
at  a  very  eafy  rate;  as  our  Weft 
India  Traders  will  have  no  other 

..w  A  ' 

Bufinefs.  So  that  with  the  Help 
of  fifty  or  fixty  Men  of  War  and 
Frigates,  properly  ftationed  along 
their  very  extenfive  Coafts,  to 
hinder  them  from  any  Supplies,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  in  ten  or 
twelve  Years  at  fartheft,  we  fhall 
either  conquer  their  ftubborn  Spi- 
•  ‘  rits, 
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rits,  or  extirpate  them  abfoliitely ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that 
any  of  our  Neighbours,  during 
that  time,  will  be  fo  rude  to  in¬ 
terrupt  us  in  our  Bufinefs.  But, 
as  I  mu  ft  own  myfelf  a  meer  No¬ 
vice  in  thefe '  matters,  I  Ihall  leave 
the  farther  Difcuffion  of  them  to 
the  Advocates  for  military  Mca- 
fures. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  the  Lawyers 
in  this  Kingdom,  that  the  Oppo- 
fition  to  the  Stamp  Duty  is  illegal, 
becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  an  A<ft 
of  Parliament.  But  as  the  confi- 
deration  of  this  Matter  feems  to  be 
of  too  extenftve  a  Nature  to  be  con¬ 
fined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
TVeJhn'mJler  Hall,  and  is  under  the 
cognizance  of  a  Court,  where  Law 

O  * « 
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and  Rea  foil  are  equally  weighed; 
«.ny  I  lea  the  Golonifls  can  offer  in- 
Lxcafe,  or  Jufi  ideation,  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  examined  with  the  great- 
tfb  Candour  and  Impartiality. 

It  is  inherent  to  the  Liberty  of; 
m  JZngaJhman)  and  the  Balls  on 
which  his  Property  is  fixed,  that 
•  his  Freehold,  of  .40  Shillings  pef 
Annum  value  in  Land,  cannot  be 
taxed  without  his  confent. 

That  according  to  the  Confti- 
rution  of  this  Kingdom,  this  con¬ 
ic,  nt  is  transferred  by  the  hlajority 
of  Freeholders  within  certain  Di- 
ftiicfls,  to  fuch  Perfons  as  they 
ehoofe  to  reprefent  them. 

1  hat  the  whole  of  this  King¬ 
dom  is  divided  into  fuch  Diftri&s, 
and  that  every  Freeholder  of  40 
;  *  Shillings 
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Shillings  per  Annum  has  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  vote  for  a  Re- 
prefentative  in  fome  one  of  them. 

That  the  confent  of  a  Majority 
of  the  Reprefentatives  fo  eleded 
in  the  feveral  Diftri&s,  undoubt¬ 
edly  implies  the  confent  of  the 
Freeholders  of  England . 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  mod 
certain,  that  no  Freeholder  of  40 
Shillings,  or  even  400  /.  per  An¬ 
num  in  any  of  our  Colonies,  will 
be  admitted  to  vote  for  a  Repre- 
fentative  for  any  County  in  this 
Kingdom,  in  right  of  fuch  Free- 
hold.  Nor  will  a  Freehold  Eftate, 
of  10,000  /.  per  Annum  there, 
qualify  him  to  reprefent  any 
County,  or  even  the  poorcft  Bo¬ 
rough  in  England . 

A  Lawyer 
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A  Lawyer  however  will  tell  vou 
very  gravely,  that  the  Charters  of 
Majfacbufetts  Bay ,  Conne&icut ,  &c. 
which  conftitute  thele  Govern¬ 
ments  Tenants  of  his  Majefty’s 
ivlanor  of  Eajl  Greenwich  within 
the  County  of  Kent ,  in  free  and 

1  -  4 

common  Soccage,  do,  by  virtue 
of  that  Tenure,  fubjea  their  Eftates 
there,  as  Englijh  Property  within 
tne  County  of  Kent ,  to  fuch  Taxes 
as  the  Parliament  of  England  think 
proper.  But,  that  this  Freehold 


Property,;  not  being  really  any 
where  in  this  Kingdom,  cannot 
pofiibly  give  the  Owner  a  right  to 
vote  for  a  Reprefen tative  in  any 
County,  or  qualify  him  .  to  repre- 
fcnt  any  County  or  Borough  in 


England. 
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All  this  may  certainly  be  Com¬ 
mon  Law,  but  it  will  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  reconcile  it  to  common 
Senfe  ;  for  by  the  fame  kind  of 
reafoning,  they  mud  certainly  be 
liable  to  the  Land  Tax,  and  every 
other  Tax  the  County  of  Kent  is 
fubjed  to.  And  as  thefe  Govern¬ 
ments  are,  by  condruclion  of  Lav. , 
within  the  Manor  of  Eajl  Green- 
withy  and  liable  to  be  taxed  on  that 
account,  it  mud  certainly  be  a  great 
eafe  to  that  Manor,  to  fliarc  the 
Burthen  with  their  Brethren  ot 
Eaji  Greenwich  in  America. 

The  long  uninterrupted  Cuftom 
or  Ufage  in  the  Colonies,  ot  tax¬ 
ing  themfelves  by  Reprefentatives 
of  their  own  choodng ;  and  alfo 
the  Non-ufage  of  the  Britifi  Par- 

D  '  1  Lament 
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1  iament  in  that  particular,  feems  a 
Kind  of  pofleflory  Right,  which 
might  naturally  induce  Perfons, 
perhaps  not  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  Nature  and  Conftitution 
of  our  Parliament,  to  imagine  the 
foie  rig nt  of  laying  Taxes,  belong¬ 
ed  to  themfelves.  Which-  may 
Le  a  Lind  of  Plea  in  excufe  of  their 
Oppofition,  however  unfufHcient  it 
may  be  deemed  in  point  of  Law. 

If  the  Colonies  could  have  had 
but  a  little  Patience,  and  not  op- 
pefe  the  Stamp  Act,  it  muff,  in  a 
very  fliort  Time,  have  executed  it- 
felf  • —  I  mean  as  fdo  de  fe.  For 
the  Admiralty  Courts  ereded  there, 
— I  fuppofe  according  to  Law ,  and 
the  EngliJJj  Guarda  Cofid r,  had  fo 
abfolutely  prevented  any  clande- 

2  ffinc 


[  27  ] 

Pane  dealing  with  the  Spaniards , 
by  which  means  only  they  have 
been  hitherto  enabled  to  pay  the 
Ballance  of  their  Trade  to  England 
in  Dollars  chiefly,  that  in  one  Year 
they  mull  have  been  left  without  a 
Shilling  in  Specie,  and  the  Stamp 
Officers  obliged,  by  necelilty,  to 
take  Paper  Currency  in  Payment 
for  Stamps  ;  or  elfe  Tvrood  s  Half- 
pence,  which  had  been  rejedted  in 
Ireland ,  and  Chipped  off  as  con¬ 
victs  to  the  Plantations.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  however,  that  in  calc  of  any 
Rupture  with  Spain ,  we  need  not 
be  at  the  Expence  of  a  Fleet  to 
convoy  our  Treafure  Ships  home 
from  the  Colonies,  as  they  ate 
obliged  to  do  in  Time  of  V»  ar, 

D 

which  maybe  reckoned  fomc  having 
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in  our  account  of  Expences  on 
that  head. 

I  am  lar  from  fearching  for  any 
fault  in  the  condudt  of  the  late 
Miniftry,  and  wiffi  I  could  give 
any  good  Reafon  for  their  prevent¬ 
ing  all  Traffic  with  the  Spaniards , 
as  a  previous  Meafure  to  their  in¬ 
tended  Stamp  Duty  :  or  why  this 
Duty,  which  was  fo  very  cautioudy 
laid  in  England  in  the  Beginning, 
that  it  did  not  amount  to  50,000/. 
per  Ann.  at  moft,  though  ffiice, 
by  leveral  Additions,  increaled  to 
300,000/.  ffiould,  in  the  firft 
Inftance  of  any  kind  of  Tax,  be 
laid  on  the  Colonics  with  all  its 
Weight  at  once.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  Legiflature  may  dill 
apply  fo  healing  a  Balfam  to  this 

Wound, 
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Wound,  that  there  will  be  no 
danger  of  its  breaking  out  atiefli 

hereafter. 

I  have  already  coniidered  our 
Colonies  as  Children,  eafily  held 
in  Leading  Strings  whilft  in  their 
Infancy ;  but  now  they  are  grown 
to  Maturity,  they  fhould  be  held 
by  ffronger  Bands  ;  I  mean  thole 
of  mutual  Friendfhip,  and  reci¬ 
procal  Advantage.  Without  which 
no  obligations  of  Gratitude  on  ac¬ 
count  of  former  care  and  tender- 
nefs  ;  no  coercive  Power,  however 
properly  employed,  can  poffibly 
infure  a  more  than  temporary  Ac- 
quiefcence.  For  whenever  there 
is  fufficient  Power,  or  opportunity 
to  fhake  off  Dependence,  I  fear 
there  is  no  other  hold  to  be  re¬ 
lied 
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lied  on  than  that  of  ftrom>-  In* 
tereft.  ,  i  * 
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J  hcie  never  has  been  any  State, 
perhaps,  in  like  circumftances  with 
ours,  from  whence  proper  Ex¬ 
amples  might  be  taken  for  our  con- 
dud;  on  the  prefen t  Occafion.  The  - 
Roman  Colonies  were  planted  in 
conquered  Countries,  not  in  uncul¬ 
tivated  foreign  climates,  nor  at  a 
great  Difiance  from  their  own  Do¬ 
minions.  Arms,  not  Commerce,  was 
tire  chief  Employment  of  that  war¬ 
like  People ;  and  the  Dominion  of 
the  Sea,  where  there  was  no  Ene- 
my, to  cope  with  after  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  Carthage^  was  an  objed  of 
little  conlideration. 

As  our  Situation  is  lingular,  we 
mud  apply  to  Reafon,  to  Juft  ice, 

and 
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and  to  found  Policy  on  the  prefent 
Occafion.  Britons ,  in  whatever 
Part  of  the  Globe  they  are  efta- 
bl idled,  will  never  be  willingly 
obedient  to  Laws  they  have  not, 
in  fome  manner,  confented  to  ; 
and  of  all  Laws,  thofe  by  which 
we  are  taxed  are  fooneft  generally 
felt.  It  is  evident  the  prefent  Op- 
pofition  of  the  Colonies  is  princi¬ 
pally  founded  on  their  not  having 
confented  in  any  fhape  to  that  Law, 
by  which  they  have  been  lately 
taxed.  And  although  fuperior 
Force,  or  the  apprehenfion  of  it, 
may  poflibly  compel  their  Obedi¬ 
ence,  any  other  effectual  Method 
muft  dill  be  undoubtedly  prefer¬ 
able. 


To 
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1  o  keep  our  Colonies  in  proper. 
Obedience  to  our  Laws,  to  fix  their. 
Liberties  on  the  fame  folid  Founda¬ 
tion  with  our  own  ;  to  preferve 
their  Properties  inviolably,  and  by 
thefe  means  to  Secure  their  friend¬ 
ship  as  Brethren  equally  interested ; 
can  only  be  effected  by  thoroughly 
incorporating  them  with  this  King¬ 
dom,  and  by  that  means  every  Be- 
nent  that  can  be  reafonably  hoped 
lor,  on  either  fide,  may,  to  all  hu¬ 
man  appearance,  be  effectually  ob¬ 
tained. 

It  every  Colony  were  to  choofe 
fuch  Representatives  as  they  Should 
think  proper,  as  our  Counties  in 
England  do,-  and  that  fuch  Repre¬ 
fentatives  were  in  every-  reflect 
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to  have  the  fame  Privileges  as  our 
Members  for  Counties ;  they  would 
then  be  on  an  equal  footing.  But 
as  fome  of  the  Colonies  are  vaftly 
fuperior  to  others  in  extent,  and 
number  of  Inhabitants,  it  may  be 
proper  that  they  fhould  return  a 
greater  number  of  Reprefentativcs, 
and  the  leiTer  Colonies  in  Propor¬ 
tion,  fo  that  each  might  be  properly 
reprefented,  and  the  Intereft  of 
the  whole  properly  attended  to  in 
Parliament,  by  the  Perfons  them- 
felves  fhould  think  bell  qualified 
for  that  purpofe. 

As  it  may  be  inconvenient  to 
have  the  Elections  tor  Members  to 
reprefent  a  Colony,  carried  on  in 
the  fame  manner  as  tor  a  County 
in  England  \  and  as  it  may  bj- 
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neceflary  for  each  Colony  to  have 
their  Houfcs  of  Aflembly,  as  at 
prefect,  to  provide  for  Occurren¬ 
ces  that  may  happen  relative  to 
themfelves  ;  fuch  Houfes  of  Aflem- 
bly  may  ftill  remain.  And  as  the 
feveral  Members  that  conftitute 
thefe  Houfes  of  Aflembly  are  eledt- 
ed  in  the  feveral  Diftritfls  of  the 
Colony,  the  whole  Body  may  then 
eledl,  from  among  themfelves,  fuch 
Reprefen tatives,  as  the  Majority  of 
fuch  Houfes  of  Aflembly  fhall 
think  moft  proper  to  reprefent  the 
Colony  in  the  Parliament  of  Eng - 
land. 

I  fhould  imagine  that  by  this 
Method  all  confuflon  may  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  and  no  great  alteration  appear 
in  their  Mode  of  Government.  By 
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the  fame  Method  all  our  Colonies 
would  be  properly  reprefented  in 
Parliament,  and  their  Intereft 
equally  attended  to  as  that  of:  any 
Part  of  England.  And  by  being 
thus  incorporated  with  this  King¬ 
dom,  our  Union  muft  become  in- 
•feparable,  and  our  Strength  united 
on  all  Occalions.  The  Colonies 

I  A 

could  no  more  be  looked  upon 
with  a  jealous  Eye  ;  there  could  be 
no  apprehenfton  of  their  becoming 
too  rich,  or  powerful.  The  con- 
ftant  intercourfe  which  the  fending 
Reprefentatives  to  Parliament  muft 
neceftarily  create  ;  and  the  acquain¬ 
tance  and  alliance  it  would  natu¬ 
rally  produce,  muft,  beyond  all 
doubt,  be  equally  advantageous  to 
all  Parties. 
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Nothing  certainly  can  be  more 
equitable,  than  our  Colonies  bear- 
ing  fome  part  of  the  Expence  of 
maintaining  a  fufficient  Force  in 
that  part  of  the  World,  for  their 
Defence.  There  can  be  no  Ob- 
jedion  offered,  with  any  colour  of 
Reafon,  to  a  Tax  being  levied  for 
this  purpofe,  but  their  not  being 
reprefented  by  Perfons  eledted  by 
themfelves,  to  give  their  confent  to 
a  Law  of  the  kind  j  for  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  any  immunity,  by  Charter, 
can  have  no  weight.  And  if  they 
are  to  be  taxed  as  Englijhmen, ,  by 
Laws  made  in  England ,  it  will  not 
perhaps  be  deemed  unreafonable, 
that  as  Freemen,  as  Freeholders, 
they  fhould  have  a  liberty  of 

Eledion, 
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Eledtion, '  as  every  Freeholder  in 
Great  Britain  of  40 s.  per  ann.  has. 

What  the  Wifdom  of  the  Le- 
giflature  may  determine  in  this 
matter,  no  one  can  pretend  to  fay. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt;  but  its 
Juftice  will  redrefs  any  real  grie¬ 
vance  the  Colonies  can  be  deemed 
to  labour  under.  So  far  is  it  from 
being  thought  derogatory  to  its 
dignity,  by  that  great  Affembly,  to 
recede  from  any  former  refolution, 
as  fome  very  zealous  Perfons  ima¬ 
gine,  that  the  altering, — amending, 
— or  repealing  Laws,  as  circum- 
ftances  require,  are  equally  the 
objedts  of  its  attention,  as  the  enact¬ 
ing  new  ones.  The  late  inftaqce 
of  repealing  the  yew  Bill,  the  next 
Seflions  after  it  was  enadted  by  the 
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iaiiie  Parliament,  is  a  recent  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  higheft  impartiality 
with  refped  to  former  opinion.  It 
is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  every 
rational  Objedion  may  dill  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  that  the  Opposition 
to  the  Stamp  Duty,  inftead  of 
producing  the  unhappy  effeds  the 
enemies  to  the  Peace  and  Profpe- 
rity  of  this  Nation  fo  ardently  wifh, 
may  become  the  happy  means  of 
uniting  us  as  Englijhmen ,  —  as 
Freemen,  equally  bound  to  fup- 
port  and  maintain,  the  Laws  and 
Liberties  of  this  Kingdom. 

I  have,  in  this  manner,  taken 
the  Liberty  to  give  you  my  Senti¬ 
ments  on  this  very  interefting-  and 
important  Subjed  •  andalfoto  offer 
the  outlines  of  a.  plan  for  uniting 

4  the 


['39  ]‘  _ 

the  Colonies  to  this  Kingdom,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  our  In- 
terefts  and  theirs  infeparable  for 
the  future.  I  don’t  pretend  it  to 
be  entirely  my  own  Invention, 
and  in  that  refpeCt  differ  from  moft 
Projectors,  who  confider  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Invention  as  a  princi¬ 
pal  ObjeCt  ;  and  on  that  account 
generally  rejeCt  what  they  can’t 
pafs  for  their  own.  The  chief 
Merit  of  this,  however,  is  founded 
on  its  having  been  thought  of,  and 
mentioned  by  many  ;  which  I  muft 
own  is  a  ftrong  inducement  to  me, 
to  think  it  reafonable,  and  fea- 
fible.  Upon  the  whole,  if  you 
fhould  approve  it,  I  don’t  know 
any  one  more  likely  to  finiffi  • 
and  place  it  in  a  proper  light,  let 

who 


[  40  ] 

who  will  be  the  Inventor  ;  and  I 
may  certainly  hope  for  your  Ap¬ 
probation,  if  nothing  preferable 
fhould  ofier  on  the  Occafion.  If 
that  fhonld  happen,  I  allure  you, 
whatever  Prejudice  I  may  be  fup- 
poled  to  have  for  this,  I  fhall  fin- 
cerely  wilh  you  may  find  fufficient 

reafon  to  reject:  it  on  that  account ; 
and  am, 
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